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The Occidental Building is the work of one of
Indianapolis' most famcus and prolific architectural
firms, Rubush & Hunter. Founded in 1903, the firm
mastered the office and commercial building form until
the firm's dissolution in 1938. The Occidental was
designed in 1913 and constructed the following vear. It
was one of a series of skyscrapers constructed in
post-Victorian downtown Indianapolis in an eraz of
unbridied growtih and congsiruction terminated by the
Great Depression. The Occidental Building is typicai of
the period with jte Renazissance Revival detailing and
terra cotta cladding. 1t contrivuted to the commercial
streetscape of West Washinglou Silreel wilh ily many
comrercial tenants from 1914 to 1943 and as the home of
L. Strauss & Company, the city's oldest retuil clothier,
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from 1945 until 1985,
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PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
B Physical History
1. Date of erection: The Occidental Building was built in
19314, vemodeied In 1626 and 1972, (Kubesh & Hunter
Colleclion. Architectural Archives . Indiane Historicol
Society, Library. indianapolis!
2. Architects: The Indianapolis architectural firp of Ruhuosh

& Hunter desipgned the buiiding in 1913-14. Architect
Philip Welisenburgh of Indlanapniis designed the 1845-4€
remodeiing. The designer or architect of the 1972
remoce iing Is unknown.

i
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ihe Occidental Building is the work of one of
indianapclis’s most fameus and prolific architectural
Firms, Fubush & Hunter. The firm was extremely actlive in
this period desighning meny of the skvecrapers immcdiately
pefore the First World War and up to the Great
Depression. The firm utilized terrs cotta as a facade
¢ladding meteyial or 22 an accent material on o number of
puildings. including thesters {{ircle Thealer, 1916,
Indiana Theater, 1927, and wWalker Thester, 1827} and
office buildings {(Hume-Mansur Building. 1931-1%982. hotels
{Hote} Lincoln, 1818-1972; and industriazl buildings
{Coca-CTola Company Building. 18331.} The firm of Rubush &
RHunter with principals Presteon . Rubush (1867-1947) and
Edgar &. Hunter {1873-1919] alsc¢ desipned many houses
apartment buildings, clubhouses. 01¢ City Heii. and many
commercial buildings., The firm often used sculptec
Tudisua limestone in styies ranging from Neo-Classical to
Ari Deco.

”

Locul aychitect Philip A, Welsenburelh (18871972},
formerly of Rubush & Huniter, wzss hired by L. Strauss &
Company to redesign the Occidental Building and tr o
it into the L. Strauss & Company buiiding. Bv 1925 he
became: chiefl drafisman for Rabush & Buniet and was
respoeteinie for the ol fice end desia; TR B s SRS Y
firg's commissions for hoteis, commerciai buildings and
houses in Floridaz. Weisenburgh was described as the
master of ornamentation and "extemporaneous” ipn design.
Weigenburgh '& phituary ¢redits nls contribution in the
desien of the Art Decgo Circle Tower of 1929-230 and the
Spanish Bavogue Indiana Theater of 1826-27 (["Services Set
Wednesduy for Philip A. Welsenburgh,” Indianapolis Star.
November 14, 1972). Welsenburgh and the firm's

”
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superintendent of consiruction, Ernest Werner, apparently
took over the firm in 19839 after the retirement of the
founders. retaining the name until possibly until 1941,
Weisenburgh and Werner were partners from 1841 1o 1946
{Patricia J. Casier. "The Architecture of Rubush and
Hunter."” Master ' s thesis, Columbia University., 1983, pp.
TE, 1i2 & 113).

Original and subseguent owpers: Toe Occeddental Building
wat built for its owner, the Occidental Realty Companv, on
the site of the Occidental Hetel. The Occidental Realty

Corpfnv purchased the site in 1906 from the heirs of Henry
Schnull, owner and proprietor of the Oceidental Hotel.
{Mar;oh County Recorder s Qffice. Deed Book 402.) The
Occidented Realty Company owned the building until its
srle te the City of Indianmpolis on July 1. 1983 (Marion
Couniy Recorder's 0ffice. Zusirument £8345628).

Bailéer. contractor: The Occidental Bailding was
corsiructed by HFenry W Kliausmann, a logad clvil engiueey
and builaer {Rass Phole #37250. aated December 3. 1914,
Tndiana Hislorice! Soriety Library and R.I.. Polk & Co. .

pdienzporis ity Direciory Indignapnlis: B.L. Polk & Co.,
-5
b )

-+

Origina’ plans and construction: The original plans far
the Qeeidental Boilding are on file at the indiane

Historical Society. BRuass Photo 237280, duted December 3,
1914 reveals tnat the bulilding wazs constructed following
the plans drawrn up v Rubush & Hunter. The building was
built as un eight-story, steel frane, cemmercial huildin
with brick and tile curtein walls, concrete floors, terr

Q
&
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cotia facing en the porih and west walls, brick-faced esszt
and south walls, and "makolite” interior partitions
{Sanborn Map o, Insurance Maps of Inddanapoll=z, Indiann.
New York: Sanbora Masyn Co., 3148140 1:.213.

Alterations and additions: The QOccidenza! Building was
remodeled in 31945-46 according 1o the desigus of
indianapalis architect Philip 4. Weisenburgh. forperly
witlh Rubush & Hunter., {Aron lerius? drawipes, "Rewnce: of

,

Ocoidental Building for L. Strauss & Company.” Rubush &
Hunter Collection. Indiana Historic Society.)
kWeisenhurgh's desiens caiied for the conversion of ilhe
musti-tenant commercial! and office building into a
single-use commercial building for L. Strauss & Company, &
iocal retail} clothier.
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The plans called for the removal of interiur commercial and
office partitions into large. open work and retail spaces,
and the addition of a mexzamine betwern the first and
second [loor and escalators.  The most drastic change wus
at the first Tioor facade where the decorative terra cotta
cladding was remuved and 211 of the openings (entrances and
windows) were ceconfligured.  The fivst floor was clad with
g derk nerble and the main entrance was recessed and partly
hidden by exterior display cases. The gulvanized-iron
cornice with steel brackets and zinc ornaments was removed
and replaced with o simpler, low-profile, metal cornice
{Bass Photo 2267549, dated September 13, 1946G; and tlhe
drawings ., Inciuna Historical Society Library). Brandt
Brothers & Company was the local general contracter and
Wepge Marble & Tile Company and the Santarossa Mosaic & Tile
Company both., of Indianapelis., were listed as sources of
the project (Full-page advertisement, "Our Bats Are 0Off to
OUne and All Who Labored 1o Bring This Building to Its
Fresent Point of Completion,” Indianapolis Star, April 1.
1946, p.3).

The Occidental Ruilding was again remodeled in 1972, An

Incianapoli¢ Stur newspaper article (Philip F. Clifford,
"Dowitiown Store of Sirauss Having Fine Face-tifting .’
Noverber 9, 1972, p. 64, ¢.1} described¢ the project as
naving heen extended over several vears from approximately
1870 to 1973, withh ihe renovation of the first., seconc.
thirdéd and fourth floors. in this project the exterior of
the first floor was again refaced and the main entrance
altered. The dark marble facade of i8935-46 was removed and
refaced with & "buf! Travertine Marble” and the area south
of the Iilinois Sireetl enirance was covered with "a deep
coffee~colored Franciscan tile.” Tr ihe course of thie
remaeiiay, The directly applied bLrunze letters of the gla
sign were removed and repizced with a projectine cube sign
at the Iiiinors and Washingion Streels corner.

Context
Tie UGeeldente ! Helldine was constiructed in 1915 for the
;

QOccidental Realty Company as @ speculative commercial and
office building. The Oceidental Building is located at an
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intersection in the heart of the downtown, one block from
Monrument Circle, the very center of the Mile Square, the
originat 18271 plan of the City of Indianapolis. Washington
Street {the Nautional Road, U.5. 40) has served as the major
retail «ireei. the main street, of the city since its
founding. The Occidenlal Building occuplies the site of the
Tour-story. brick Occidental Botel, built in 1856. The
origing! stractere wes designed in 1918 and constructed the
following vear. The Oc¢cidental was one of a series of
sKyscrapers constructed in Post-Victorian downtown
indianapolis. This construction era began in 1895 with the
construction of the Majestic Building at 47 South
Pennsylvania Street and ended in 1930 with the completion
of the Circle Tower at 3 East Markei Street on Monument
Cirgle. This era of unbridled downtown growth and
construction was terminated by the Great Depression.

The Cccidental Realtv Company was headed by Gustave A,
Efroymson (1870-1846) who was very active in severai
different business ventures inciuding partnership with
Louis Wolf in Efroymson & Wolf clothiers, president and
general mandger of KE.P. Wasson & Company department store,
president of Real Silk Hosiery Mills, and director of z
bank, a trust companv, and a ulility company ("Gustave 4.
Efreymson Head of Real $ilk, Dead Here at 76," Indianapolis

_Times. Xovember 4, 1946,
During the 1914-45 period of the building’s history, the
building had & variely of tenants occupying the entire
butldine fron the besement to the eighth floor. Simila: o
the o1d Occidental Bolel, which preceded the building obn
the site, the Occidentsl Building housed & number eof retei!
tengnis uvn the sireei K

)

[—

evel first Tloor with direct access
to Illinciy and Washington Streets. The entrance to the

bosinesers ana of fices on the upper floors and in the
basement wos at 4! West washipglon via a stalir and elevator
labbny .

Twou, long-term tenants of this period were Hooks Drugs and
L.o& P Efrovmson. a men’s clothier, both from 19314 to 1047
ol Weeg!l Washington Sireet. Tenants along South Jilincis in

the smail comnercial spaces were not as stable and as
igng-lasting. They were typically candy shops, shoe
stores, millineries, jewelers. shoe, hat, and small
clothing stores. From 318124 until the early 1930°'s the E.
. Langen Women's Apparel and Furs occupied the entire
second floor of the Occidental. (Polk, 1916-33; and Bass
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Photo #37280, Indiana Historical Society Library). The
second through fourth floors were advertised as being
"planred for specialiy shops and stores., higher flioors for
offiges.” {Bass Photo £37280.) The city direciories
document the many and diverse, swall retail business up to

the fourth floor and the many offices abhove

rshed of the bulldine's history occutred in 1845
when L., Strahss Company amnounced its lease of the entire
Ocoidental Building., This resuited in ending both the
bu1101nﬂ‘s fdnrtlop as multi-tenant. retazil and office
builcéing and in the building's interior and exterior
remodeling to suit the new use and the taste of the times
{"Strauss to Take Over Occjdental Building Soon.”
_Indianapolis News, June 1, 1845, p. i, ¢.1: "L. Strauss &
Company Leases Ocr;oenta: BUJIdJng Store 11 Move After

Wi
September 1.7 Indianapolis Star, June 2. 1943, p, 3, ¢.2},

The wiilers

The 184%-46 remodeling resulted in the removal of all of
the interior pariitions separating the elevator halls the
shops and offices of all eight {loors and the basement.
The space was transformed into open retzii use on the
first through third floors with business offices an the
severth floor, inventory siorage, alterations and shipping
on cther floors.

Other interior changes included. the addition of central

air co ﬂdlthﬂinE dnd escalators on the firsl. seconéd anc
T fl the additions of Ari Moderne Siyvie

ings for SLS?T5 to the upper floore and lo¢ the added-

D
~
h

..
=

Chenges 1o the exterior included the removal the terra

cotta on Lthe Washington and Illinois Streetsg rst-fioor

fzyvades and Lheir refacing with dark. polisihed marble

The griging: steru tiavs, plers and itransomes were
eliminaTed and replaced by a dlsplay window hand wrapping

arcund the Illipois and Washingion corner with small

display windows wi thln the olid bay areas along lllincis

Street . The galvanized-iron cornice was removes and

"

replaves with a similar, low-profile curnice. but this
specification is absent from the collection of drawings
{(Philip A. Weisenburgh, "Remodel of Occidental Building
for L. Strauss & Company.” Rubush & Hunter Collection,
Indiane Historical Socliety, Indiznapelis}




. Occidental Building (Commercial Building)
HABRS No. IXN- 211 {(Page 7}

The Occidental was remodeled agein in the early 1970°'s with
most the changes being cosmetic. A 1872 newspaper article
described ithe repodeling work as being in progress “for more
then 1 1/2 yeers.” It desgribed the repodeling of the first
floor to be compleled by Christmus of 1972, The Washington
and Illinois Sireets facades from street level to the second
fiovor to be "covered with g buff Travertine marblie. the area
south of the 1liinnis Sirest doors will b feoved wilh ¢ deep
coffee-colorer Frangiscun tile."

The article also mentioned the interior work, in that the
second floor hao already been completed and that the third
andg {ourth filooure were teo "get full redecoration treatment”
early in i9%3. {(PRilip F. Clifford. "Downtown Store of
Strause Having Fine Face-Lifting.” Indianapolis Siar.
Xovember 9, 1972, p. 64, ¢.1).

The Occidentad Building contributed to the commerciel
landscape of West Washington Stree! with iis many commergial
tenants from 1914 to 1945 and housing one of the {ity's
oldest clothiers until 19835,

PART 11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement

i Architectural Cheracter: The Occidental Building is an
eight-story. Rengissance Revival puilding cornstructed ir
19314 . Occupying an ixpertant commercial intersection. the
two expesed principa: facades {west and nporth) are clad with
glazed terra cotia. the remaining facades ave faced with
brick. In 1945-46 the first-floor facades of the north and

west were extensivelv remodeled with the removal of the terra
cotia and the reconfiguration of &ll! of the openings. This

remodeling was in turn undone with another remodeling in the
18708, With the 1943-4% remodeling the bhuilding was
converted to a single-tenant compmercial building. changing
frop a melti-tenznt commercia]l and of fice uss.  The origineg!
metal cornice was removed and repiaced with @ simplified one
during the 1845-46 renovation. Despite the alteration of the
cornice and first-{loor, fagades of the seven floors between
them have remzined unaltered with terra cotta cladding,
3

tri-and quadri-partite fenestration and the ornamenta belt
course and cornice at the fourth-floor level.
. ' - 2. Condition of fabric: The Occidental is generally in good

condition with no maintenance since its vacation in 1985.
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B. Description of Exterior

—_

Overall dimensions: The Occidenial Bulilding is located on
the recianguler shaped Lol € of City Sgusre 68, The huilding
ig 195 feet long apd 67 172 feel wide and ccouplies the entire
Tot, The basement extends under the sidewzlins of I1linois
and Weshington Sireet .

The IXiinois Streel fucade is divided into hine eguai-sized
bays and the Washington Street facade into three. The
building is cight slories high and has a full basement.
Valls:

a. Norih and West elevaiions: Each structurel bay of the
second through fourth stories ig divided into three

windows, each with & iransom. The windows are divided
vertically by terrs gotta mellions end the transoms hy a
wooden transom bar. The center window is fixed and is

wider than the two flanking deubie-hung sash windows.

The bavs of {ifth throuegh eighth storieg are divided into
four equal-sized windows. The huilding's body is
effectively divided into two portions by & cornice and a
band of repezting low-relief panels found on ihe piers and
in a continuous band al the spandrel leve! below the
cornice. The deceorative motifs are classical with florail
swags, ani garinuches, and eagles.

The spandrels of this lower portion are moulded to
continue ithe Yines of ihe polijons. impiving a hiing
Lrehsom,.  The spandreis of ihe uppo portion are moulded
to continue ihe three wullions of the windows. The
shaliow. sheet-petol, mouided copvice Pesis above the tops
of the piers and the lops frieze spandrels.

L. Scuvih elevellon: The sou eleverion faces the alley
Pearl] Street ang is ciad by buff-colicred "pressed brick.”
It is articelated by regulsriy spmead single double-hung
windows, two per struactural bap. The easiern-most bavs
are doors orening omie the meigl. exterior five esgape,
Above tre roofline of the eastern -noso bay is the wa:l of
the brick elevator penthouse. The metal-clad doors
leading to the fire escape have transoms. These transoms
and all the windows have four lights divided vertically.
The s1l1is and lintels of ail the openines are lerrs
cotta. The first-floor entrance from the alley, is a
replacement (1945-46), glazed, meial, double-leafl door.




Occidental Building (Commercial Buillding)
HABS No, IN- 211 ({(Page 9)

The terra coetta facade wraps around the corner
approximately three feei and terminates as doss the
cornice. AL the cornice level, below the tile-coped
parapel is & painted-on-brick sign "L. Strauss & Co.”

c. Fast elievation: The enst elevation is ¢lad with red
cormon hrick., ceped with tile, and punctuated with
colunns of windows, at! with terrg gpita £ilie and
lintels. Except for the two, southern-most structural
bavs, the elevation in regulary punctuated by two
windows per bay. The other exception to this pettern
is the third northern-most bay which has only one
window per floor. These bays are directly below the
two penthouvses. Three columns of windows were bricked
up during the 1945-46 remodeling. The east elevation
is exposed from the fourth story to the parapet; a
three-story, commergial bullding abuls, and covers the
first three stories of the east facade.

Foundations: Reinforced concrete footinges support the
gsteel structure.

Structural system, frawing: The builiding has a steel
frame protected with cement plaster on lath and hollow
clay brick. The floor siabs are holliow clay tile with
concrete topping. The fYerra cotta of the west and north
facades is anchored to the steel frame aud has masonry
bhacking. The east and south walls are brick curtain
walls, Internaliy, & line of columns more or less
centered on the widih of tThe building provides support for
fiocor and roof. makipg the siructure nine bavs long and
two bDavs wide.  The curtain wells are twelve-inch thick
hrick wails.

Openings:

a. Doorwavs and doors: The venovated firet-floor
entrances on the north and west facades have turpn-style
glass and aluminum revolving doors from the 1970z
repcdeling.  The south facede has anp aluminun ana
glass, double-lgaf rear door. The {ire escapo doors
are fiush steel doors at each level above the
first-fleoer, including the penthouse.

‘b, Windows: Exgept for the windows of the firsti-fleoor,

all of the windows are original from the 1914
construction. The widnows of the west and north
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facades have wooden sashes. The fenestration of the
secaond through fourth floors of these elevalions is
that of the Chicage styvle with a Tixed center window
sash flanked by twoe doublie-hung windows, anad all three
surmounted by a fixed transom. The windows are
separated vertically by two terra cotta mulliors. The
fenestration of the rifth through eighth stories
consists of four doulile-hung waod sasbes of equai size
separated by wooeden mallions. 7i

ihe windows of the sguth
and east are double-hung metal ¢iad with each sash
givided vertically into four panes with wire mesh
opague glass.

Roofs:

a. Shape, covering: The Occidental Building's roofl is
lat with a built-up cemposition cladding.

or

Cornice: The present sheet metal cornice iy &
replacement from the 19453-46 remodeling.

¢. Penthouses: Rising above the roofline are two
penthouses, botlh brick faced on the ezst and tile-block
faced on the remeining elevations. The southern
penthouse rises eleven feet above the roofliine, the
northern one rises twelve feet above the roofline. An
air conditioning cooling tower is locaied near the
southern penthouse, fortv-thres feet {frow the southern
parapet and approximately fweniyv-Tive feet Trom the
eastern parapel.

PBescription of Interior

i Fioor plans:

&. The remodeling of the Ocoidental Bulld
resulted in the removai: of the 1614 irterior partitions
except for some of those encicsing the resirooms in the
southeast corner of each story.

ing in 1894546

Tne First secopd, and thiva floers ged Uie merscarnine
functioned as open display and retell areas with no
interior partitions except for those defining the
restronms.  The fourth, and sixth floors are unbroken
open spaces whereas the fifth, seventh. eighth and
vesement floors have interior partitions dating from
the 1945-46 and the 1970s remodelings.
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2. Stairways: There is one stair reaching from the basement
to the roof. It is located on the east side of the
biilding in the feurth bay from the north. The 1943-40
remodeling resulted in the marbie and cast-iron stairs
being covered with terrezzo from the bsement to the third
floors. The fourth throuen eighth floor stairs have

marbie risers abd treads with iren siringers.  The 1845-485
Avi Moderpes reilings of vhe first, second, &nd thilird
floors and mezzaning were removed or covered over in the
1970 .

3. Floorings: The Tloor covering of all floors is tile and
sheet linoleur. Fortions have been covered with

wall-to-wail carpeting.

4. wall and ceiling finish: The ceilings of the firs:
through fourtl floors are covered by suspended acoustical
tile ceilings. all other ceilinge are plaster. All of the
walls are plastered.

5. Openings:

a. Doorwavs and doors: Except for doors on some of the
service closets in the scutheast corner of the building
onn each fleor, none of the original doors hnas
survived. These two-over-two paneled doors have brase
knobs and escuicheons.

b, Windows: Ail original doors and windows have their
original wood trim.

Site: The Geridental Builading occupies the entire corner 1ot of City
Square 66, facing twe sireets and an allev., The east wali of the
building abuts & ihree-story commercial building. The helf block
immediately east of the Ocpidental is filled wiih a series of post
World her Twe, twoe-story commercial builidings, except for the
afore-mentioned. At the time of the QOceeidental Building's

LA

a3

constructien the western helf the first block of the south side of
westl Washingtorn wee mpade up of masonry commercial buildings varving
in heightes of three 1o five sia for,
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189¢.

Sanborn Map Company  Insurance Maps of Tndianavolls, Indiana.
9 Vols., New York: Sanborn Map Conmnpany, 1914-19135 anc

updated to 1954.

"Services Set Kednesday for Philip A. Weisenhurgh '
Incianapoelis Star. November 14. 1972,

¥

"Strauss to Take over Occidental Bujlding Scon.”  Indiangpelis
o It

News . June 1., 384

[
[y

“Today's Digest: briefliv Noted.” indlanapclis News. February
25, 1985, p. 25, c¢. 1.
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bD. Sunplemental lnformation

1. Occidental Building, August 4,1941, Bretzman Collection; Indiana
Historical Society Library, Indianapolis.
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Rubush § Hunter Architects, "5th, 6th, 7th, § 8th Floor Plans.
Building for the Occidental Realty Company."” Indiana Historical
Society Library, Indianapolis, Negative No. C4267,
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IV, PROJECE INFORMATION

This project was undertaken by the Indlanapolis Historic Preservation
Compission {(THPOY in compliance with Execulive Ovder 11593 ancd &

Memorandum of Arreement wilh the Advisory Council on Historic

Freseovetion et s iticeiive effory before demelliiion.
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